
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Guidance on using the Article 17 
Biogeographical Assessment tool 



 
 

 

The following is a step-by-step manual guide to using the Article 17 Biogeographic Assessment 
Tool. 

The screenshots below refer to a species assessment, however the same process is applicable to 
a habitats assessment. 

 

1. Accessing the tool 

The assessment tool is accessed at https://nature-art17.eionet.europa.eu/article17/  

 
There is no ‘Log in’ required to use the tool 

Both the habitats and species assessments are accessible from the same home page.  

The assessments can be viewed in 3 ways: 

- EU level 
- Member State level 
- By habitat or species group 
To view the overall EU Conservation Status assessment for a habitat or species, this is accessed 
through the ‘Biogeographical assessments at EU level’. 

 

2. Assessments at EU Biogeographical level 

Selecting ‘Biogeographical assessments at EU level’ and ‘Species assessments’ will lead to the 
page below with a choice of filters for more information on a specific species. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://nature-art17.eionet.europa.eu/article17/


 

Once these 4 options have been chosen and ‘Filter’ clicked, both the Member States reports and the EU biogeographical assessments are shown as 
follows:  
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1. Member State reported data: values directly extracted from the Member State reported data 
(after a data cleaning procedure). The percentage values (under % MS) are calculated as a part of 
the data compilation and tool preparation stage and they inform on a proportion of a 
biogeographical range, area/population or distribution within a MS. This information is used for 
weighting the Member State assessments as outlined in the ‘methods’ document. 

2. Parameters: The 4 parameters used in the assessment are listed in the order they are reported 
by the Member State: range, population, habitat for the species & future prospects for species, 
range, area, structure & function and future prospects for habitats. The overall assessment of 
Conservation Status and trend in Conservation Status, including the reason for change, as 
reported are listed in addition to the previous Conservation Status and Trend in Conservation 
Status (for the 2013 – 2019 period). The gridded distribution corresponds to the area as reported 
by the Member State in their spatial delivery. 

3. Automatic assessments: When clicked, this section shows the automated calculations for 
different assessment methods (described below and expanded on in the accompanying 
methodology document – Article 17 biogeographical assessments - Methodology). 

4. EU biogeographical assessments: This is where the results of the EU assessment are located. 
It can be one line (when a filter for bioregion is set to a particular region); official assessment with 
no additional lines from the public consultation process) or additional lines where 
stakeholders/national experts have contributed to the process. 

5. EU biogeographic assessment conclusion: The final conclusion is denoted by the authors 
organisation. Any other lines are comments or references to this assessment line. 

6. Consultation comment: This appears where a stakeholder or national expert commented on a 
specific part of the original assessment, or commented on a specific Member State instead of EU 
level, or submitted an alternative parameter conclusion or an entire assessment line using an 
alternative method and/or a new conclusion. 



 

European Topic Centre on Biological Diversity 

 

When the ‘Automatic assessments’ section is expanded, the results of the automatic calculation based on Member State reported data using 
different methodologies during the EU assessment are displayed. Based on the quality of data submitted by all Member States, the assessor 
chooses the appropriate method to accept, providing the most accurate result for the assessment at regional level. An audit trail of how an 
assessor’s decision was reached is described below. 
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The red box above highlights the ‘methods’ available to the assessor when completing the 
assessment. Method 1, 2, 2GD & 3GD, 2XR & 3XR are methods applied to both habitats and 
species, 2XP and 3XP are for species (population) and 2XA and 3XA are for habitats (area) (more 
information in the methodology document – Article 17 biogeographical assessments - 
Methodology). 

3. Additional information. 

More information how the assessment was undertaken and the conclusion was reached, as well 
as additional information on the species/habitat (not available for the period 2019-2024 but can 
be viewed by filtering previous periods), can be accessed beside the filters. 

 
‘View data sheet info’ provides a general information of the feature assessment for the region or 
globally when ‘All regions’ is selected in the region filter (e.g. describing a change in conservation 
status between reporting periods or where applicable, comparisons with related IUCN Red List 
assessments). This button is deactivated for the period 2019-2024. 

‘Audit trail’ provides a record of the assessors rationale for applying specific methodologies to 
specific parameters. The audit trail will normally justify the methodology chosen and refer to the 
conclusion in Conservation Status and trends. 

 
 

The ‘map’ function can be used to view the distribution of the feature in the selected biogeographic 
region. The distribution grids are coloured according to the legend for Conservation Status showing 
the status at Member State biogeographical level. The map is used by the assessors during the 
assessment to better understand data reported by a Member State e.g. in cases where neighboring 
Member States give widely diverging information on a feature. The maps include only the public 
information, not the sensitive species distribution. 
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4. Stakeholders comments to expert EU biogeographical assessments 

As noted above, during the public consultation, new assessment lines can be added to the EU 
assessments section by stakeholders to be taken into account by the assessor before 
finalization of the process. Comments can also be given during the consultation process and 
these are viewable beside the stakeholder name. 

 

 

The stakeholder organisation is listed. 

 

 

Clicking on the stakeholder organisation will reveal more information such as Member State. 
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In the example above, 2 comments have been left on 
the assessment line created by ‘Deutscher 

Jagdverband’. 

As part of the consultation process, participants 
were encouraged to leave a comment on their added 
assessment line justifying its addition or any 
suggested changes to any part of the assessment 
(Comment 1 by Deutsche Jagdverband in 
screenshot). 

The EEA & contractors response to the stakeholder 
comment is provided in the same ‘comment’ window 
below the stakeholder’s comment. 

 

 

 

 

 


